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1. As of % Apr 55, three men hoid the péli.ti.cal“ pmt in P;nm.,-: They n're: -

a. Alejandro "Toto" Rmon& brother of the uni.n pmsidmt,
He 1s now Minister of Government and Justice in the Cebinet; has . - -
a reputation as a ruthleas racketesr; is money-bungry; and has.: &
not the administrative ability end pol:lticul e:merlmu of hil 5
slain brother.

b. Col. Bol:fvar Vanarix_ag Y84 Commander of the Quardia

He was & close friend of Jos{ Bemdn
"Toto,"

¢. Harmodio A’d a:«pmsidm and and. publisher of
the Panama Amrican m Foglish avd Spanish,” as well as of the ©
notoxiously a anti«@ri.ngo daily La Poxa, which bas the largest ciye -
culation in Panama. He owns & coui'ﬁ) of radio stations and pxob-.
ebly is the richest wan in Penama.' Now in his 70's,Harmodio. '+
Arins is still wad for political power,  From all reports be .
would like to be president agsin. - He also bas four -m,wmof whom
he would like to hsve president of Panama.. Beportedly he pald .
an enormous s to heve his son Robarto sppointed Axhassador to-
Great Britain., Roberto, incidentsily, has besn mantioned often
in connection with narcotics smuggling under @iplomatic. passport
wvhile assigned to the UN. : Arias‘s other souns are Harmodlo, Jr.,:
Gilherto and Antonio. The latter wez reportedly found at Tocumen
Arport on one occasion with a whole planeload of dope.. At the
timq Antonio Arias vax Aeronautical Inspector for the Pansma.
government snd wes flying his owm plave so vhen the d:uconry
was made, he pot back into the :planc, took off, and no action :

"Moto" Remdh and Colonel Vallavino are 2/3 of the three-man Jxmta who re<
portedly would like 4o teke over in Pansm.- Wheitber Hsamodio Arlas would

Join them or would have someons sit in the Junta while ho'remﬁmd :Ln tha

backgrowid 18 not clear 88 of this date L% sor 55,7 s
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Yor several weeks it seemad certsin k. wonld, throw out Presie
dent Ricordn M. Ariss, who 4% ahla and hovest and will et go along with

the Junta's rcbothestveasury ddeas, - The xeasons why they have pot done

%0, I hear, are based on the US‘'s reportedly baving informally advised
Panamenisn political lesders that three presidents in 15 deys in January

1955 wns Prnama's £ull quots for this year, (Apparently ancther chapge
of govermment in Paxswa would be xegardsd es proof of Pavara’s instsbil-’
1ty and the US would be loath to recognize any da facto govermment heve it
in Ponsma~-especially if ths xewowsl of shle, hosast Ricardo Arias were = .~ -
Panemanian perticipents reslize that non-¥weognition by the UZ mmans thet =
the all-important US-Psvama Treaty (eallad the Remén-Eiserhowse e
here in Panama, sigred in Pavsws City, 25 Jen 55 sod ratified by the o
Panama, National Asserbly 10 Mar 55) will not be ratified by the US Genate,”

as it must be before 1% becomen effective.. There are 30 many millions of
dollars which will come into Pansma s ‘a yesult of the Treaty that even

the racketeers hesitste to do awything to dslay it ratification.: Actu

ally, the Treaty has emoxmous potentials’ for Pansms; economically and .
politiemlly, for it promines incressed income Dmuediately, offers the

basis for obtaining multi-million dollew louns’from US private banks,-'

w111 dncrense business opportunities Por Fansoma merchants; and reportedly .
will ineresse ewployment opportunitiss ix the Cansl Zone for Panam nae
tionals, :

The yolitical control. fur dlsowersnt of this incoms 1s being sought by .-
the junta bub thelv astion wnst be delayed wntil efter the Treaty iz rati-. .-
fied by the US or there will be no watificatict. :Therefore, right mow - S
[“early April 1955 7 althowgh the proposed Junta iy smeious to get rid of -
Ricardo Arias, they cammot afford to do withou$ him; foxr he's like the . -
goose with the golden emg, Tn Doty it i xsid ihat the only wmy Arias

is kesping the cabinat from yobbing the country wbolesale is by threatens

ing to resigm. There are mwiy Sesstiadls pige who want to have” more than
their £111 from the goverrment Tiseal txough, and Arias is: certalinly ba

ing trouble with them, & ;

Chichi Remch, 3% will be remsobered; was 8 veritable dictator because he

had tbe police behind hime-with whish he could back wp bis oxders. Toto
Remcéh, who is Minister of Goverzment sed Justice; although the titulsr . 5
head of the law and order forces hare, with the comwnder of the Guaxdia
Nacioval, are on the orposite side of the fense from Ricsrdo Arias. . Arlss, -
1n other words, does not have ths tools to govern with.  So wach for the ..
facts. i v .

As for the rumors, which canmct be evalumted at
there are many: :

a, It is widely stated that Remdn was killed for blocking
the nefsrfons drug traffic from Penema to Buxops aod the US.
He is said to bave been cognizent of it snd d1d pot stop his co
horts from conducting it wotil the US got busy. It is rumored
that the US gaid that if Remsh d14 not stop the dxvg traffies,
his precious treaty would not 3 the US. g

b. To Chichi Remdn that treaty wes the bigh spot of his
1ife, his brain child, bhis pet projects so he capitulated. He
Ansued orders to stop the drug traffic regardleds of who got
hurte-s0 many officials were miking large sums of money that
they are sadd to have ivstigated the sssassination of Remdn
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8. While this rowods m'ma.rmmm,, t:mm hawe m m:mz of one faastw
"there is parcotis txaffic from Paumma 1o this US, and 4% fs believed that
an ex-president ix head of 1be rivg and that he has uysed bis sons end. -
political friends to afd in the distributien pot only 1o the US but o
Burope, [ Toa foregoing, teken with earlier remarks, inlicates that
Earwod{o Ariss is mesnt, ] Tt 4a nab believed thet this is & scheduled
wveekly or monthly oparation with regulie coiriaers; but rather & tusiness
of cpportimity with the stakes so high thad the cupddity of these local:
politicos is sxousad. Thave is & beliat that diplewatic pouches svd of-.
ficlal courleriss of the poxt dxe § :
includen othar items tham mmo‘ucu

Ex-Presideat Remdn never prmitted suyors, ivelwding hﬁmeﬁt, to mbe .
"treasury rafds? on the goveromest. Hw bad mada his pils while Chief of ..
Polica so that he could affoxd to mypesr bovest as Presidant.  Ha severely i
cepsured hie cebinst, afficials sol othess for Lrying to mike “side mopey” o
from the govermmead through disbovest comtrasts; etc.. While be cursed -
them publicly for their criminel activitiss and. ¥0 bronght bate vpon hime. ..
gelf, 1o one dared to stewd wp sgainst’ ex-President Remda watil 2 Jan 55,
Howevar, 4t bas become invressingly clear that this rule Ud not syply to
private industeyscthe "hsnde inm the t111% mlec<for various efficials .
wvere getting cuts from big business in Pavama in bure: opeaina up

in gﬂttins work doos m' ete, E ;

With Cbichi Remdn. desdl, the nffiu:lals bnped Yo pat rome of the govexpment -
money which wea formarly dsnfed them by Remdn tut Riceaxdo Arias foxbids it.
These people carvot bear to think of the millions mdar the Trwaty which
would be avsilshla for stealing 3£ it wwre rot for sn bonesd pmaidsnt, i
Their only snswer 3s: Don'd bam an hmmst‘ prEaidant, :

In this connsction, the JSumta mm ‘t;uba oave of that:
power. And with Colomel Vallsring m o 1te lendexs;
side of the US? And 1te club will be remyved 4f and.
ratifies the Treaty. [

As for the Gnufzado txial, 11; wos cerMnJy )
Assenbly, vhich proclsimed itself s Teomd of Justice,” timdina ex-President
José Ramdn Guizado gilly of being au’ accessory Lo the esssasination of
Presidant Josd Antonto Remin om 2 Jaxn 597 Gudzado;” of course, was gpentenced :
to six yesrs, eight months® fyprisonment which will be served at a location
to be amnowsced by the gowerrment, Thst the trisl wes & "farce”, a "political
frame”, & "crvoked pisce of work", "ummmm"mmm; g
throughout the Jatlhoms., Onse of the Joea.‘l. mmwer editors in Panama told

me "it stinkss the whole 1xisl wms crooked." Pt of course his newspaper
dm not sey so and for tbs L£irst tims the xepmd freedom of the prexs
in Povama seems t0 bave dissypesved, for vevally there is st lesst one paper

vulch ¥ill print the secand side of a questica, In this wuwval sttustion the ‘

pepers, the mdiomqu:tbapmamamum anti-Guizado.  There -
ves 11ttle or no objective Teporting ' Mixed Wm the utart

Actually thexe was no Jmm Lor n was the Hetional Asserbly, o poumu it
organization 1ike tha US Congrese, which ‘covatitutad itself & court to hemr -
& criminal case; 1t was & political dody scting as Judge and Jury.in & erfme
inal meiter. Normal Juridical, principles were thrown out. the window, - There
were no wilnesras in court; thers wss nd cresp-evainakion becsuze therw
was no one thers bub Guirado %o be ecmxined.:: The trisl was conducled by
baving the depositione taken fxom scores of peopls resd io the Assesbly.
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There were 53 Assenblymen, of whom ’+S wted. to convict and. elght to scquit.
The depositions were taken by the Guaxdia Nacional or by an Investigating
Coumittee which was out to "get" Guizado. : Some of the statements resd as
"evidence" to the Assembly had already been repuiiated by those who made
them. Some of the individusls making these statements had been proved
llars. But that was the evidence, Hearsay-evidence was the principel
{tem,..but in this case it was not even 1dantiﬁed s heuw evidence-»

it was offered as fact. o

At the trial the principal pnrporbed mridgnce a@ainst Guizado war the cone

fession of Ruben Mird, the allgged murderer of Remdn.: Mird has changed .

his story a dozen times already but he does not admit, accoxding to the

police or the Guardia Nacional, that he did kill Remén. The wain incon-
sistency of the trial (which Panama's outstanding lawyers bave labeled ;
"a disgrace to Pansma in the eyes of the world") is this: In addition to-

Mird, who says he killed Remén, the police are holding 12 other indivi-

duals (none of them important figures), each of whom is #ald to have

known of the plan to k111 Remdn, Yet none of these individuals has been

tried nor is slated for trial before JuJy 1955. o, el

Why was Guizado singled out for attention‘t It dou leem pmpostemu- to
try an accomplice before trying the murderer end to convict the alleged ac~
complice on the testimony of the accused mmderer.

Also appalling to those attending the trial were thn o‘uvioul attempts of the
government forces to influence the trial--not those controlled by President
Arias, but those controlled by Minister of Governor and Justice Toto

and Commander Vallarino. Uniformed Guardia Nacfonal were observed handing -
out inflammatory enti-Guizado leaflets and handbills. Aircratt flew low
over the Assenbly building and dropped lurid handdbills which the children
and police picked up and distriduted vithin the Auembly neeting \mile

the trial was proceeding.

Mrs, Cecelia Pinel de Remdn d1d not attend the trisl itself, but one eventng
she sat outside the Assembly building in the park with a group of poor people,
Many wondered i1f it was by chance that she wes "discovered”" by the press
photogrephexr so that the pepers had her picture on the front page, grieving
fox her husband in public, as his mental assassin wes being tried. Actually
this was scheduled with the press. The whole performance made & bad imprese -
sion on any wprejudiced individual who attemded the trial ox even studied
1t. All the Spanish radio statfons carried the entire proceedings and the
vhole Panama nation listened to it via radio--there being no TV in Panama,

Even the people who were overvhelmingly opposed $6 Guizado at the start of
the trial were so deluged with propaganda that they:gwakened to 4t and asked .
"why"; "who is forcing this propesganda on us?"and 'Why?" . 5

The most careful observers do not think that Guizado 15 an {nnocent man but
they think he may be one of several cabinet ministers and prominent officilals
who planned to remove Remdn because the latter was preventing them from rackebs
eering. There is no reason to believe that Guizado contemplated viclence,
far less mssassination, in removing Remdn; for there have been many bloodless
coups in Peunama, vhere actually no president in 19 years has served a full
fouxr-year term. These observers believe that Guizado was {mplicated dbut

that he 18 being wade the goat for all the yest; snd no one can ssy vho, if
any, cantemplated muder to get rid of Remdn, - Apparextly the Ananbly had to
convict Guizado to be sure he d1d not regain the presidency., After all, he
was never formally removed until after his trisl; previously he had deen only
suspended. If found not guilty he would have resumed the executive power. -
The Assenbly had o Justify its preciplate action of 16 Jan 55 when it fme
peached Guizado, suspended him nnd arrested him and held him inecmmnicndo
from family or luwyers, all on the flimsient of circumstantial evidence.

While they probably did right, they certainly had no le@a.l basis for doing

et gl that tdme . .
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